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I.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres) 

Population  (1925) 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


24,384 

6,247 

£57,092 

£184 


NATURAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Wheatenhurst  is  a  large  rural  district  situated  to 
the  east  of  the  Severn.  The  district  is  thinly  popu¬ 
lated  and  is  mainly  agricultural,  although  there  are  a 
number  of  watermen  and  boat  builders,  etc.,  in  the 
villages  abutting  the  Severn.  Some  employment  is 
found  in  mills  and  factories  which  lie  outside  the 
district. 

A  Chocolate  Factory  of  Cadbury’s  is  situated  at 
Frampton-on-Severn,  but  this  does  not  find  employ¬ 
ment  for  many  of  the  local  inhabitants. 
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II.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 
BIRTHS— 

Total  M.  F. 

Legitimate  ...  102  48  54 

Illegitimate  ...  6  1  5 

Birth  Rate  (R.G.)  1 7.2 


DEATHS—  64 

Death  Rate  (R.G.)  10.2 


33  31 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or 

in  consequence  of  childbirth  ...  from  sepsis,  Nil 

from  other  causes,  ,, 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1 ,000 
births  : — 

Legitimate  49;  Illegitimate  16.6.  Total  55.5 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  1  (F) 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  Nil 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1925. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males. 

Females. 

Whooping  Cough 

«  •  • 

1 

Influenza 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

4 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

... 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

2 

4 

Diabetes 

1 

... 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

2 

4 

Heart  Disease 

7 

2 

Arterio-Sclerosis 

3 

4 

Bronchitis  ... 

1 

•  •  • 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhalitis 

1 

•  .  • 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

1 

2 

Congenital  Debility  and  malformation, 
premature  birth  ... 

•  •  • 

2 

Other  deaths  from  Violence 

1 

1 

Other  defined  Diseases 

7 

5 

Total 

33 

31 
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From  the  foregoing  tables  and  figures  it  will  be 
seen  that  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  occurred 

during  1925. 

Cancer  caused  six  deaths  as  compared  with  eight 
in  1924.  In  all,  cancer  caused  42  deaths  since  1920. 

The  Influenza  deaths  also  decreased,  being  three 
as  against  seven  in  1924. 

Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  caused  22 
deaths  out  of  64. 

DEATH  RATE: — -10.2,  this  is  the  lowest  for  five 
years  and  is  below  that  for  England  and  Wales, 
viz.  :  1  2.2. 

BIRTH  RATE:  — 17.2  is  low  compared  with  1924, 
viz.  :  19,  and  is  also  that  for  England  and  Wales, 
18.3,  it  is  also  below  the  average  figure  for  the 
past  five  years  which  is  18.5. 

The  low  wages  and  high  cost  of  living  may  in 
part  account  for  this  low  figure. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  : — The  figure  for  the  total 
infant  mortality  is  disappointing  for  a  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict,  being  55.5.  It  is  of  course  lower  than  that 
for  England  and  Wales,  viz.  :  75,  and  little  above 
the  average  figure  for  the  past  five  years.  The 
figure  is  caused  by  the  deaths  of  six  children  under 
one  year,  one  of  the  children  was  illegitimate. 
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POOR  LAW  RELIEF  STATISTICS. 
Year  ended  31st  Dec.,  1923. 


1 .  Average  number  of  Persons  in  receipt  of — 

(a)  Domiciliary  Relief  ...  ...  277 

( b )  Institutional  Relief  ...  ...  98 

2.  Total  sum  expended  on  Domiciliary  Relief 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  £3,912 

3.  MEDICAL  RELIEF  ONLY.  The  number  of 
persons  in  the  Union  who  receive  Medical  relief 
only  is  small.  1  he  recipients  of  such  relief  are 
chiefly  confined  to  agricultural  workers  with  large 
families  and  aged  persons  (including  old  age 
pensioners)  who  have  not  the  means  to  enable 
them  to  engage  a  medical  attendant  privately. 

There  has  been  no  noteworthy  cause  of  sickness 
or  invalidity  in  the  district  during  the  past  five  years. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

These  remain  unchanged.  There  is  no  hospital 
accommodation  in  the  district  except  the  1  uberculosis 
Sanitorium  at  Standish,  which  continues  to  do  excellent 
work,  and  is  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  whole 
county.  Arrangements  were  made  to  admit  Smallpox 
in  the  district  to  the  Stroud  Smallpox  Hospital  at 
Bisley. 
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Any  serious  case  of  infectious  disease  which 
cannot  satisfactorily  be  treated  or  isolated  at  home  is 
allowed  to  be  admitted  to  the  Stroud  Infectious 
Hospital. 

The  nursing  in  the  district  is  carried  out  by  the 
Nurses  of  the  District  Nursing  Association,  under  the 
supervision  of  a  full-time  County  Nurse. 

There  is  also  a  Nurse  resident  at  Frampton. 

Bacteriological  and  Pathological  Examinations  are 
carried  out  in  the  laboratories  of  the  Bristol  University. 

The  Public  Health  Staff  consists  of  a  full-time 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  a  full-time  Sanitary 
Inspector  (and  Surveyor). 


LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

Public  Health  Acts,  Notification  of  Infectious 
Diseases  Act,  Bye-Laws  for  Slaughter  Houses,  Dairies, 
etc.  No  Bye-Laws  for  Buildings. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  of  the  DISTRICT. 

WATER. 

The  supply  varies.  In  the  Eastern  portion  there 
are  a  number  of  springs  conveying  a  good  supply  of 
pure  non  plumbo-solvent  water. 

Eastington  obtains  water  from  the  Stroud  Water 
Company,  but  the  supply  is  not  altogether  satisfactory. 

The  remainder  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  wells, 
many  of  which  are  surface.  The  question  of  pollution 
is  somewhat  serious  owing  to  the  low-lying  nature  of 
this  part  of  the  district. 
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In  parts  of  the  district,  notably  Hardwicke  and 
Frampton,  the  wells  are  polluted  by  Salts  of  Magnesia. 

Five  new  connections  have  been  made  with  the 
public  supply,  twelve  wells  have  been  sunk,  two 
wells  have  been  closed. 

There  is  no  serious  pollution  of  any  rivers  or 
streams  in  the  district. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Strictly  speaking,  there  is  no  system  in  the  district 
except  one  sewer  at  Eastington,  of  which  the  effluent 
is  treated  by  filtration. 

Privy  Vaults  are  in  almost  general  use.  These 
drain  into  ditches,  in  some  cases  cess-pools  being 
provided. 

Thus,  owing  to  the  flat  nature  of  a  large  part  of 
the  district,  the  problem  of  pollution  is  serious. 

Constant  attention  is  paid  to  the  water  courses 
and  wells,  and  the  lack  of  water-borne  diseases  in 
the  district  may  be  an  evidence  of  the  thoroughness 
of  this  work. 

One  W.C.  has  been  newly  supplied  with  a  flushing 
cistern,  1 2  earth  closets,  pail  closets  or  improvised 
privies  have  been  constructed,  36  notices  have  been 
served  to  empty  “  Privy  Vaults.” 

Twelve  Privy  Vaults  have  been  abolished. 

There  is  no  scavenging  in  the  district. 

10  complaints  were  received,  61  nuisances  were 
reported  to  the  District  Council  and  abated  by  means 
of  61  preliminary  notices.  18  houses  were  disinfected 
by  formaline  spray. 
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NUMBERS  INSPECTED  OF  EACH  OF  THE 

FOLLOWING  : 


No.  on 

No. 

Total  No.  of 

Register. 

Inspected. 

Inspections. 

(a)  Common  Lodging  Houses 

0 

0 

0 

(b)  Slaughter  Houses 

11 

11 

twice  a  week 

(c)  Bakehouses 

7 

7 

21 

(d)  Danes,  Cowsheds,  Milk- 
shops 

103 

103 

206 

(e)  Canal  Boats 

12 

12 

12 

(f)  Workshops 

13 

13 

26 

(g)  Residences  of  out-workers 

0 

0 

0 

SCHOOLS. 

These  are  all  in  good  sanitary  condition  with 
possibly  one  exception,  that  of  Hardwicke  School, 
where  a  stagnant  pool,  near  the  playground,  is 
offensive  in  hot  weather.  This  has  been  dealt  with 
on  several  occasions,  without  complete  success. 

Of  the  twelve  Schools,  only  three,  viz.  :  Standish, 
Haresfield  and  Eastington  have  water  laid  on,  the 
other  nine  are  supplied  by  pumps. 

HOUSING. 

Generally  speaking  there  is  no  acute  shortage  of 
houses  in  the  district.  In  all  57  houses  have  been 
built  in  the  past  five  years. 

Except  for  one  or  two  isolated  cases  there  is  no 
overcrowding. 

The  houses  generally  are  old,  and  consequently 
difficult  to  efficiently  repair. 

There  are  a  few  in  bad  condition,  which  might  be 
closed,  if  alternative  accommodation  could  be  supplied. 

Low  rented  Cottages  would  be  at  once  taken. 

There  are  no  unhealthy  areas  in  the  district. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  for  the  Year  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

( b )  As  part  of  a  municipal  housing  scheme  ...  Nil 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling-Houses. 

Inspection — (l)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  100 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of 

formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  18 

3.  Action  under  Statutary  Powers. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  20 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit:—  1  18 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  fo  close  Nil 
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Action  under  Statutary  Powers  (continued). 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  20 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied : —  ’  18 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

( b )  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  N 

Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909: — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  I 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  I 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  f 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  [ 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  / 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  ... 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ) 

INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION  of  FOOD. 

THE  MILK  SUPPLY  to  the  district  is  good. 
The  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milk  shops,  although  in 
many  cases  somewhat  primitive,  are  in  fair  condition, 
frequent  inspection  revealing  no  serious  causes  for 
complaint. 

The  grooming  of  cows,  generally,  is  not  at  all 
well  carried  out. 

MEAT.  Every  animal  slaughtered  in  the  district 
is  done  so  in  the  presence  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
The  eleven  slaughter  houses  are  inspected  twice 
weekly. 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  has  occurred  in  the 
district  in  the  past  five  years. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  prevalence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
in  the  district  for  the  past  five  years  has  been  very 
slight.  The  following  cases  have  been  notified  : — 

SMALLPOX. 

Four.  These  all  occurred  in  1923.  Three  were 
traced  directly  to  Gloucester  City  and  the  other,  an 
isolated  case,  was  believed  to  have  contracted  the 
disease  at  a  Fete  in  the  district, 

DIPHTHERIA. 

29.  1 0  cases  occurred  in  1 924.  Five  of  these 

in  one  family  ;  they  were  all  removed  to  Stroud  Hos¬ 
pital  where  two  died.  After  most  searching  enquiries 
it  was  proved,  without  doubt,  that  one  of  the  cases 
was  a  carrier,  the  infection  having  been  derived  from 
a  Hospital  where  the  child  had  been  treated  for  an 
accident.  The  other  five  cases  were  mild. 

14  cases  were  notified  in  1 925.  Eleven  of  these 
occurred  in  Standish  Sanatorium  for  Tuberculosis. 
There  is  no  doubt  the  disease  was  introduced  by  one 
of  the  many  visitors.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
other  explanation. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

57.  Of  these  33  occurred  in  1921,  when  there 
was  an  epidemic  in  the  villages  on  the  bank  of  the 
Severn. 

ENTERIC. 

One  case  occurred  in  1923.  The  infection  was 
traced  from  Gloucester  City. 
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PNEUMONIA. 

1 5  cases  were  notified  in  the  five  years  under 
review.  1  he  notification  of  the  disease  is  not  at  all 
thorough. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Two  cases  were  notified  in  the  past  five  years. 

It  is  very  pleasing  to  note  that  no  cases  either 
of  Puerperal  Fever  or  Sleeping  Sickness  occurred  in 
the  past  five  years. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  during  the  YEAR. 


DISEASE. 

Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

14 

13 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

2 

0 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoi 

d)  0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

1 

0 

3 

Other  diseases  generally  noti 
fiable 

0 

0 

0 

Other  diseases  notifiable 

locally 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  :  — 

x  ,  M 

6 

3 

4 

(a)  Pulmonary 

F 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

7 

4 

6 

M 

3 

3 

0 

(b)  Non-pulmonary 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— ' 

Total 

6 

5 

1 

13 


As  has  been  already  stated  1  1  of  the  1 4  Diph¬ 
therias  occurred  in  Standish  House.  The  ages  of  the 
cases  were,  2  of  4  years,  1  of  5,  2  of  7,  2  of  9  and 
1  of  10,  1  of  11,  1  of  12,  and  1  of  1 7  years. 

These  cases  were  all  removed  to  Stroud  Isolation 
Hospital. 

The  three  cases  in  the  district  itself  aged  8,  8, 
and  1  1 ,  were  all  mild  and  scattered.  One  was  re¬ 
moved  to  Hospital. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  Cases,  1 0  in  number,  were 
aged  as  follows  : — 1  of  2,  1  of  3,  3  of  4,  1  of  3,  1 
of  12,  1  of  14,  1  of  16  and  1  of  22. 

They  were  all  scattered  cases,  two  were  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

No  use  has  yet  been  made  of  the  Schick,  or 
Dick  tests. 

Vaccination  has  very  few  adherents  in  the  district. 
Not  even  the  recent  outbreak  in  Gloucester  City  and 
County  in  1 923  had  any  marked  effect  on  the  num¬ 
ber  of  people  submitting  to  vaccination. 

24  deaths  have  occurred  from  Influenza  in  the 
past  five  years.  There  has  been  no  epidemic  and  no 
special  action  taken  with  regard  to  the  disease. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

A 

U 

a 

a 

o 

A 

o 

£ 

O 

6 

p 

TL 

U 

£ 

£ 

O 

£ 

'p 

a 

£ 

i 

£ 

£ 

p 

Age  Periods. 

p 

P-i 

o 

p 

IN 

o 

£ 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

25 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

55 

3 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

6 

1 

3 

3 

4 

2 

0 

1 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  generally  throughout  the 
district  is  carried  out  well.  No  case  of  Tuberculosis  occurred 
where  there  was  any  overcrowding. 

Each  case,  as  notified,  is  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  by  a  nurse.  If  deemed  necessary  it  is  also  visited  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

There  is  no  provision  for  maternity  and  child  welfare 
in  the  district. 

OPTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

No  cases  occurred  in  the  district  during  1925.  In 
the  last  five  years  one  case  has  been  notified,  in  1921.  It 
was  treated  in  Hospital  and  made  a  complete  recovery. 


